A HISTORY OF POLAND
surrounded in an ambush, and only the courage and
devotion of his followers, and the timely arrival of aid
from Lorraine, saved his life. The temporary check the
Christian troops received here was soon overcome. On
the following day the Turks were completely over-
thrown. Seven thousand of the enemy were killed in
battle; many fled to the fort of Parkan ; the remainder
were drowned in attempting to cross the Danube. The
fort was then taken by the swoid, and the survivors
driven into the river. The strongly-fortified city of
Gran, which had been held by the Turks for seventy years
past, and was defended by a garrison of 4,000 men, was
the next to fall to the victorious arms of Sobieski; and
after it surrendered all the other Hungarian towns which
had been taken by the invader. The Turks were driven
completely out of Hungary.
The city of Cracow was white with the snows of a
hard winter when Sobieski made his triumphal entry
on Christmas Eve. He had saved Europe from the Turk.
The Ottoman power never recovered from the crushing
blow he dealt it under the walls of Vienna; and the
Turkish dominion, having now reached the extreme of its
limits in Europe, entered upon its gradual decline. Kara
Mustafa returned a shamefaced fugitive to Constan-
tinople, where he received from his master, for sinister
reward, the bowstring. Though the name of John
Sobieski rang through Europe as that of the saviour of
Christendom, the remainder of his life was nevertheless
a series of disappointments. He made more than one
attempt to regain Kamieniec, the province he had
previously ceded to the Sultan, but seemed doomed to
failure. Finally he recognized that his days of active
"service were over, and went into a retirement so complete
that it was persistently rumoured that lie had died. But
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